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REMARKS OF MR. BUTLER,
At Charleston, in May, 1851, before the Conven¬

tion of Southern Rights Jssoctthons.

President and 'Gentlemen: This is an occasion that
-barassociated with it in its probable consequences grate re-

sponeibilities, such ae»have irtenaely engaged and heavily op¬
pressed evory mind.
The highest exertian of human wisdom is to make a good

government. Tocbange ertabltahed institution, with a yewof substituting ethers Id their placa requirea boldness, fare-
«gbt, «nd deliberate deaign. WWe impulake enthusiasm
may be well regerled aa the mo*ve power, and even a wise

element, in such a conjuncture, it ongbt not to assume the
tone if proecriptrve impatience.

Inieed, those who have the control of reason should en¬

deavor to make it an associate with the dictates of judgment
and experience. The feelings which I see here manifested
do honor to the hearts of those who entertain aofl expresa
them. They sprin g from the hearts of intelligent freemen,
who, knowing Their rights, are 'willing to J«to maintain them. In taking counsel from the h'gh«t'm-
pulses of tboir n»t ore, they are impatient at "DT
that might intarfer re with their free »^l«®nce-ble Chivrc.wta o has been regarded as an ads.ser of both
wisdom snd cou» age-bas presented toyou a

well calculated t » arrest your «ttention. Iti8«J® ^a* mK
command, I am sure, throughout thei Southern Stateia pro¬
found respect. Yet I bare seen that paper onet with tho
impatience of t he great and almost nncompromuingeiave-
ment which p rewrite here; and even with so^e wbo bsve
no doubt, take a their heat frem the fires the'werek.ndted
by his bold ar 4 commanding eloquence. Under such iHti-
instions I mig kt well .pauae in giving y°u »y xouDsel8.
We are, g. Mtlemen, in * crisis that calls upon every <*e,

and eepeciall r eveiy man who has accepted a seat in thisConversion, w do bis duty, add to give you
of his delibei wte judgment. No man should ^oid re.pens -

bility by Uk teg refuge in watchful silence and prudent neu-

tr*Many ba rethought that my ottcial posUipn would have
allowed me to remain away add take advantage of the current
I bave bee . summoned by my fello^-ciMxens to mmgle m the
current an i help to guide it, or be overwhelmed by Hs vio¬
lence. I embark with those who have a common destiny
with me. The fate of the people of Soath Carolina shall be
my fate ; let what may eome, I shall stand or fall withi South

. Carolina, , the fond mother of my bnth and my
the advic e and counsels that I may give, I am willing, before
the tribu nal of an impartial history, to abide by the judgment
°f ft ha ,'b2^y fate, for the last five years, J? take, as your
represe atative, a responsible position m th® Nntionn'
of the i Confederacy. I have been made to feel *^e exjpoBureof a str uggling and isolated minority to an arrogant majority,
who, f eeling the vulgar strength of self-sustaining numbers
have r eaorted to all the machinery of a taunting audience and
a aord id press to put under the-ban the State whose reprewn-
tative I was. 'I have always had much toi sustain me. tnAt,-
ing si (nations. My conviction was that 8outh Carolina oc

cupit d a position from which-she could ,ook d°*n * ^
luxu rr of scorn upon truckling partisans and trading politi-ISit to .il bar tn .ubj*.~th«,rendf >. She baa bMn a stumbling-block to many, who, if they
had dared, would have placed their treacherous foot upon her.
I say, here, thatd had rather encounter all the hazard ofde-
bai a with ifty 8enatora, or any haxards that might present
themselves outside of her limits, than differ with a

ere friend in this assembly as to any measure ^'cu'aUd o

affect the dignity, honor, and rights of our cherished Com

roTam*p£«uaded that our-difference of opinion will, ra the
end be more apparent than teal. I may well queaUon the
policy of a celerity that may be too much actuated by ®a,'an

chiiaky. If, »W>
reioluiion «f Uljtw, p.il>.p« "Kbout ><. I
diapoaed to restrain the impetuoua courage of 1
shall have none of the reaentfal temper of Achillea, nor the
grumbling censoriousness of Thirsitea. No, m^un ry"T'
mv heart ia too much in the cause you are engaged in to«ffer
me to do any thing hut what is prompted by a aolemn duty.

It ia true*that the proceedinga of this body will not have .beJcu'm.U,fcon;, .f IK. b« they -ill err, w.d> lb.
throughout the State all the influence whicheloquenc^ pa-riff .nJ ««
sdvocatea to maintain and enforce them.
The addreaa which has been read containa a recital*of »m-

poaing trutho, arrayed with an eloquent "ernnew which has
commanded my admiration and roapect. It ia both .

ful and atriking statement of wronga and impending dangere
to Southern instituUona. Other Southern 8tatea cannot ce^damn it withoutcondemning theirown resolution.ind1 aolemn
pledges. The paper baa impressed upon it unmistakable
marks of aincerity and deliberate purpoae. Ita author or

authora are ready to sUnd by it, and make i g
true import of the terms, "at everyWrd, and to^th^HastoTtmmitv H Bt «otbera it may be differently regained.
Some who will give it their aanction may look upon it m *

paper of popular agitation only. Some may even regardL tee nucleus of State party, to be need thua far "dnofar-
ther. I chooae to regard it a. a aolemn beginning, thit m
result in an important end, that will dwply affec^^^the «lean
niea «id intereita of thia country. And, aa my
St. John's haa aaid m another occasion, .. we ahould take no
beginning without looking to ita probable end.
The proceeding oontemplated will require South Carolina totreJd b« way thTougb a narrow paa. - yet untrodden and

unexplored. Some are prepared to tread it with c°n6denoe
and boldneaa, and to«nd ita termination by experiment, as
Suwarrow waa .aid to have found bia enemy by the point of
the bayonet. Others on the contrary, inawt on the ptudence
of recoonoiaaance before the probable terminauon ahall be in-

^'°The object of the addreaa ia not only to put the 8tate on

the track of aeparate secession, but, by the measures contem¬
plated. to commit the State now to that determination. In
other worda, it excludes the idea that the State will have it in
ita power to adopt any other meaaure. The Legialature is re¬

quired, ss tsi as their proceedings can impoae an obligation,
to call the Convention together, and that body then ia to put
the 8tate, as soon aa it can, on the trial of aeparate inde-

ielation to thia meaaure, and othere connected with it,
and which have bean preaented aa alternativee, I bava nothing
to diaguiae.I have no opinion to retract, no sentiment to
suppress. I shall atleaat be conaiatent with myaelf. In set-

ting forth our wrongs, and endeavoring to rouse senuments o
resentment to them, and ia preparing the public mind r
meaaurea of effectual resistance to the encroachmenta ot tne
Federal Government on 8outhefn inaiitntions, through tnn
treachery oi a violated conatitution, I have endeavored to uo

my duty to the best of my ability, and I have no atep totake
backwards. What atep forward, ia the queation. Whilat
meaaurea were under consideration, in which the alaveholding
and non-alaveholding Sutea were at iaaue, I expreaaed myielf
freely, but with the circumspection of one who waa willing to
Ift bia remaika be carried out to thair consequences. The
representative of the planting Stataa spoke out with signal
unanimity in maintaining the teaolutiona ofthree different Le-
sialatoree. I am proud to iay that the resolutions of Sooth
Carolina, compared with eome others, ware in terms moderate,
in tooe firm, and in purpoae deliberate. All theae reaolu-
tiona were regarded aa mutual pledgee and covenanta for the
Southern 8tatea to make common cause, and to stand by each
other The Southern swmbera conferred together, spoke
together, and at one tine would have been prepared to aink
or swim in a common peril. They regarded .hemwlve. a.

engaged in a common aruggle.and their deMnwi a. involved
in a common fate. FV a time the roinda of all true men of
tbe South ware lifted above the miaerable contentiona of
puty and the jealoueiai of neighboring atrife. Under tb« ,nJfluence of thia auapiciooa state of UiingsJ flni'bed one o my
apeochea with a high note from the Diomede of the old Thir-
tMn.our neighbor. Georgia." Equality or Independence.
And I my now, if .'he Southern 8tatee bad become united,
they would have made good thia declaration, ^ave it
in their power to mike it good at any time ; and they wi« J*untrue to them^lma and polarity if tbey do not. -h."
shrink from no trial that may be efbctnal,
object to auch meaaurea aa, to my opinion, mo* reeult io

failure and discomfiture. If measures cannot be devised.
aa I believe they cannot.to restore a lo.t equality.sn
equality loet by meaaurea brought forr.h to propitiate Northern
prejudice.I am wilting to take measures for an honorable
independence of such Slates aa by their conjunction can u-

mme the attitude and invest their.selves with the attnbuiea of
t national sovereignty.
Aa this ia a grave conclusion, or one that wilt oo ue r®

garded beyond this meeting, I must submit the preposition
upon which it is founded.
The constitution of thoea 8tates was intended, by its ex

press and delegated poweia, to impose limitartons on
partment of the Federal Government. For some years tbeee
limitations were observed in good faith ; ami, after it was swd
that some of tbem had been violated, it was thoughtll^States, by the interposition of their sovereignties, could ®"'

have long since disappeared. and the power of the Steiw to

interpose to protect their reserved right* baa not and will
be recognised by tb« Federal authority. All these P*"*?*
of the constitution Intended for tba proteetnm of*, ° y
have been pervert* by artful construction or fraudulent com-
promiKs 'under tbsae combined iniuences the Southern StatesLive not only lost their iofluenca, but will become*0.
dependant provides. They wiU
communities, disfranchised from the highhonor of the Fede¬
ral Government, end with their (property and institutions It-
able to confiscation and unprovAed invasion.
The Southern States can no Hongar be tb« nurse of gre*

statesmen. The ambition of the aegis s flight will be no

longer aeen. 'We may have crows and ducklings who wiU
be ready to be satisfied with the crumbs and garbage ot ottice.
There are these who will be willing to make an easy transi¬
tion to degradation, by bcingvcndUtitt for the secondary and
subordinate-offices. Suppose there waa a provieion in tbe
constitution'^hatno man lrowthe South Atlantic States should
be eligible to the Presidency, it would not change the present
state of things. Such a clause might as well be in the consti¬
tution for a'.l practical purposes.
To conclude the proposition, theTederal Government has

fcecome a despotism of an interested majority. You will ask
~vhy have not the other 8outbern "States been ready to join
South Carolina, or rather to come into a voluntary conjunc¬
tion with' themselves, to devise measures for their protection
I cannot better reply than by quoting the purport of a

made by* Demosthenes, in answer to the reproaches «f Bs-
chines, cpon the di.asters of bisadministtaUon. He «id he
had to contend with the three great enemies of free8tatea.
..Thejoalousy of neighboring Statea, the gold of Pbtlip-be¬
stowed on corrupt orators, the combined love of pleasure
and the charm of tranquillity."
The Southern 8tates have had some elements of distrac¬

tion, destined, I hope, to be temporary. The disunion of
party "In reference to Federal, politics baa been powerful, but,
unle«3 I am mistaken, must become leaf.

, ,TLe Federal Government has a Macedonian P*rty ,n

South.strong for a time, through the influence of office and
patrtnage. Tbe greatest - enemy to the 8outh has been an
indisposition to encounter the hazards of change.
As it would be out of place to dwell longer on topiee that

may not be immediately connected with the questions here
to be discussed.topics with which this assembly is as. well
acquainted as I am.I will-go directly to tbe measures which I
have suggested as the object and end of your delrberations.
That is, shall this Convention, at this time, undertake to
commit the State to the trial of separate secession, byi^w-ins as far as this Convention can, an obligation on the State
Convention to take tbe stop as swn a« practicable ?

I shall now proceed - to state my objections tespectfully to
this mode of procedure.

I think, in the first place, that this Convention ought not
to take cognizance of ao .grave a matter at this time,^beforethere is a real occasion for decision. And in this I do not
differ with a great many who hear me. Thl8 <^*®nt^°consists of representatives, unequal in number, of .*lf'c°°8tl
tuted associations. The Convention of the people, to be
hereafter convened, having the responsibility of uecisiop,
ought to be left perfectly free to form the best judgment in its

power, under the actual juncture of circumstance*
exist at the time of its meeting. It ought neither to be in¬
structed nor superseded by the pre determination of an

irresponsible body.irresponsible, I mean, in

point of view. Such predetermtqatiM wdl msAe an
issue not called for by the occasion, that must result in

popular agitation within the Stata. It will make divisions
among ourselves, and disclose feelings which have not here¬
tofore existed, and ought not to exist. In, fact,it willdafea
rather than promote tbe end contemplated. To show how
it will operate on our friends in other States, I need only
refer to the consequences of movements of a s.mtlarcharac-
ter. I say here, that from the time that prominent men in
South Carolina intimated a purpose to put the State on the
track of separate secession, in disregard of tbe co operation
of her neighbors, they deprived our real friends of the power
of helping us. If tbay did not altogether alienate our fiiends
from their devotion to theSouthern cause, they gave their oppo¬
nents great advantage over them. In fact, a Southern party
at Washington, that was fast organizing, waa dissolved.
They were willing to move as fast and a* well as they could.
What would have been their final resolve and measures, 1
know not. But I do know that they felt that tbey were
aeparated from their true friends by intimations for which
their people were not prepared. Our ancestors made no-uch
advertisement of their purposes as to enable others, opposed
to them, to force and defeat them. In general, they were

by their acts ahead of their resolves, and never made the lat¬
ter without previously having means to accomplish tbem.
We seem to reverse this order. We give long nouce, in the
form of speeches and threatening resolutions. The conse¬

quence has been that short performancea have followed long
advertisements, for the reason that we lost the aid of our true
allies. There are now friends in other States willing to do
all that they can under the circumstances of their situation.
I fear they will be driven to disavow us, when, if left to
themselves, they might have pursued a course to maintain
the true but much-abused cause of the Southern States.
The measurea intimated in the draught of the address, ana

in some of the resolutions, will not allow nisny of this body
to vote upon them. All who are membera of the Constitu¬
tional Convention of the people cannot give a vote to con¬
trol their future judgment. Tbey ought not to be required ao
to do. I have conversed with several of them, and they have
come to a common conclusion to give no vote upon any mat¬
ter upon which they will have to deliberate, when there shall
he a real occasion for their officially responsible judgment. I
find myself in that class. What may be the situation of
things when the Convention shall be called on to decide,
know not. There may be many instructive developments
and revelations before that time. Msdness and infatuation
take tbeir course with a blind confidence, and at the next
aesaion of Congress I shall look for some of their usual ex¬
hibitions.

, , ,Before I speak of the probable and conjectural action of
the Federal Government in reference to South Carolina,
abould ahe determine to secede, I will notice aome views and
aubmit aome considerations connected with Secession as a

remedy for our wrongs.
, . fTbe right of Seceaaion in the abstract and the right ol re-

aorting to it to effect a wise and beneficial end, in a political
and moral point of view, are different things. The one may
be conceded ss a legal proposition ; whilst tbe other, as it
may affect other communities as well ss the State rself, in¬
volves high considerations and obligations of duty which no
ata'esman can or ought to diaregard.

South Carolina had the option to go in or remain out ot
the Union ; she entered as a sovereign to enable herself and
confederates to protect their rights from foreign Powers, and
to promote domestic tranquillity. If these ends should not
be accomplished, but, in fact, if it should turn out that the
Government is used exclusively for one portion of the part¬
ners to the oppression and detriment of others, the suffering
parties should hsve the right of resuming their original posi¬
tion To ssy otherwise would be to make free 8tates as they
enlis'ed into the Confederacy, not merely psrties to a despotic
Government, but victims of it sgainst their consent. But
whether accession be conceded aa a legal right, or aa a mea¬
sure of revolution, is immaterial, if there be a real occasion to

,

resort to it, and it can be used to effect ,0.
Iend worthy of its exercise. If it should end in merely eepa- )

rating the State from her former confederates, and placing
her in a condition that would require her to invest herself
with all the attributea and dutiea of a sovereign nation, both
abroad and at home, then it «.)**««JK Ia aituation of isolation at war with her
ey. If she should resort to this measure with si view^ofbringing her neighbors in a pol.tical connex.on~.sto ena-
ble them jointly to form a Confederacy for
would be adequate for all the purposes of m"inU ","g1UTrights at home and relatione with foreign Po""V r

*
.cornea a question of the greatest magnitude, full of c?n

quences that should be looked to with all the care and inte -

lilience that can possibly be employed. The State ahou
take no course thai would make rivals snd adversaries ol ner
Southorn neighbors. On the contrary, ahe should endeavor
by all possible means to act with tham as allies. If the State jabould look to nothing beyond h«r own seceaaion, she will
enable tbe Federal Government to make rivals of those who
in intereat are and in footings should be hsr friends.

I make the broad remark, that there is not a public man in
South Carolina sensible of a reeponsibls trust, and foreseeing

the iowhiU* consequences of separate secession, that would
put the Bute oo the trial of that eiperiment, if the act were |to operate exclusively on the State itaelf. 8uch an act **ou»"
not only cut offoar commeice, but would place it in the hand.,
of oar rival*. In amuming such an attitude, it would be the
duty of the State to make arrangements for the management
of her righta abroad. Her pride would revolt at *nd,DK1
her flag without aome navy te protect it, and without Minis¬
ters and Consuls to represent her righta and protect her in¬
terests abroad. No nation can rely on the forbearance 01
others when there may be a collision of interests,
tation for violation. At any rate, I wouM not allow the Pal¬
metto flag to float by sufferance only. Whilst it would re¬

present as proud, as spirited a people «a ever lived, it would
be regarded as tbe emblem of a slavebolding Commonwealth.
Many would be templed to insult it from wantonoeas. kow
would tbe proud-spirited people of the State feel to hear that
their flag bad been pulled down and torn to pieces by a Bos¬
ton whaling party, or by a vessel from Liberia, or ini any other
way f Mow could they avenge the mault! If the State as
some a national responsibility, it must provide also the at-
tributes and means of national power. Itmust haveana»y
and all the other appliances of national dignity. It cannot
rely with safety on the comity of nationa, or on a code found¬
ed in a sublime antbropopetby. It eeen^to bethooght by
aome with great confidence, that, by op«»g her fwru w^ihlow duties on import* South Catoline could, unde^ temp¬
tations of fhe tralle, inelte the commeroaer

SmrA CaroUna mifchuhink they should do, jj
may no7be thought by the other to be aeeundem arte*.
Wone of us suppoM that tbe Federal Government would re-c^ni« the independence of South Carolina, or would bedis-pSLd to make commercial treaties with her **.«*»;.ryThaving ample means, that Government would make war
on our cLmerce in every way it could. It would bestow
bounties in and give preference to our neighboring ports.
'It so far as it could, would make treaties with foreign nationa
to isolate Tur condiUon and cripple our resources. It would
divert and obstruct all the channels of our trade, and might
confine us to our exports alone as the basis of our commercia
reeources. I understand that the articles of commerce that
come into our ports, coastwise and b]
amount in value to something over $20,000,000- jJUm.am more than three-fourths finds tta way into other States-
into Georgia, North Carolina, Alabama, TenneMee.leaving
something under $5,000,000 to be consumed in th.s State.

It is contended that under tbe operations of free .de ®0'®
wouW come in, and in some way or other it would find Us
way out. Now, if8outh Carolina was a separate sovereignty,
wUh a free port/there is no doubt she might aUr.ct.greaer
wmmerce than now comes to her port* provided iteodd
find a market out of her borders. But could it find Ua
way out without violating the revenue laws of other na¬tions > It is said 44 a rose by any other name would smell as

sweet" We might introduce as much commerce as we pi ease
and send it to Savannah river, under what some woulcI
brisk free trade, but wbat, in the estimation of other* whose
rights'would be involved, would be regarded as smuggling jcarried across their borders in violation of their laws. I
would be an acknowledged right of the Federalfto regard South Carolina aa a stranger, snd to place her com-merceToing into the port, of the State, of the Union under
an embargo, and, ao far a. concern. Georgia and North Caro¬
lina to regard as ports of entry those plsces only which com¬
municate 5 water with the ocean, such a. Savannah and
Wilmington. That Government might not establi.h ports
at Augusta and Charlotte, or the North-Carolina line. Under
this view, commerce could come into Charleston ; hut how
could it .get out without the proceaa of amuggling At the
interior point, indicated, it could not without smugg l"8\
then put the proportion, would capitalists import
Charleston,' in opposition to the Federal Government under
the supposition that they could make a profit on ^emthrough
the operations of thrifty smuggling ? But, in a commendwarThe State might be disposed to take all advantages, and
it might be to the interest of Georgmend Northproline to
have port, of entry at Augusta and n«r Calotte. .

Wha
then * Could gooda pay ten per cen . ^^n''gnd.forty at these places, in competition with a ^e^oughSavannah and Wilmington paying e duty of thirty or forty per
cent. ? Certainly not. I will not dwell ou ihts view of the
subject any longer, as I do my friends the justice to say that,
they have a much higher aim.one whose dignity of purpose
may give their movements a different character. To move
with tke first view alone, would be to make Ike State submit
to something more than a vain sacnfice. She would not have
tbe consolation of blind Metellus, who lost his eyes in gojigthrough the flames of the temple to save the palladium. Her
fate would not only be self-destruction, but it would be a sa¬
crifice to build up the interests of new rivala.

Those who really look to the end of this beginning take
the atep with this view.to induce other 8tates, by the pros
perous and successful example of Sooth Carolina, to come
into conjunction with her; or to place them in such circum¬
stance, that, having a common destiny, they would be com¬
pelled to be involved in making a common «.«»*?' 1 W1"
next notice the first part of the proposition. The latter pre¬
sent. the subject in its great magnitude, not unconnected with
consideration, of the deepest delicacy. To force a sovereign
State to take a position against its consent, is to make it a re-
luctantaasociate. It would be to offend its pride and fore* its
judgment. Is there any evidence that Georgia would be
forced to Uke poaition with us, under the present juncMire 0
affairs ? She will perhsps contend that, having decided for
heraeU; 8outh Carolina muat abide the fate of her own deci-
aion. Before such a move ia made on Georgia aomelhing
more ought to be made known of the sentiments of her peo¬
ple, who would not only sympathixe with their friends, but
ultimately, for their own benefit, come to their support. No¬
thing of the kind haa been attempted. I may be asked il l
can give any asaurance that Georgia will ever be prepared to
act in conoert with us, or that she will take any
throw offthe oppressions and encroachments of the f ederal
Government t All that I can say is, that she once said she
would, and that in the most solemn form. But, in apite ol
herself, she will have to come to such a conclusion. I he
slave and non-elaveholding State, cannot remain long together
with the present issues, and under the operation of causes that
must bring about their separation. That is as certain a. if it
were written on the wall. Tbi. confederacy, ihat in a abort
time might comprehend fifty 8tate», mu.t undeijgo new orga¬
nization.. I would not have a change effected through the
confusion of anarchy and violence, if it can be done with in¬
telligence end the co-operation of the parties concerned, in¬
sult, usurpation, and sccumulated wrong will not allow our
Southern neighbors to remain indifferent to their and our aitu-
ation much longer. They cannot »Und awl see ooe corner
of the house in which they and we dwell undermined.with-
out eeeing that the edifice is in danger, and that when it fella
the common tenants must perish with it. Both interest an
honor must require the cotton 8tate« to uke counsel together.
They should look upon themselves not with the jealousy ol
rivala, but as a common crew, all equally endangered, wboee
duty il i. to make a long pull, a strong pull, and a pull alto
gether, to save themselves from an impending wreck. It it-

bad taste and worse judgment for State, identified in interest
to use Isnguage of diaroepect and cenaure towarda each other.
The ssme remark may be made of public men who hold re-
sponsible position* and who ought to practice courteay and
inculcate harmony. Such ha. not been the course of some
few public men, in Georgia especially. I have been surprisedat a remaik attributed to Speaker Cobb, who, in speaking of
8outh Carolina, said that her indicated couree would be Infa¬
mous. That gentleman ahould recollect that every blow
aimed at South Carolina will strike Georgia ; for South Ca¬
rolina i. now only endeavoriog to do what Georgia said .he
ought to do. It ia groaaly unbecoming in those who ahould
discharge the trust of sentinels not only to quit their posts,
but to turn round and fire upon the camp of their comrades.
We all know the dominion of party; it. tie. for a time

may be more powerful than the trne interests of the country.I cannot but believe that in Georgia its power will be tempo¬
rary. The talent and ambitious spirit of young Georgia can¬
not bs long hampered by it. In the struggle for indepen¬dence, what 8tatea were more united than South Carolina
and Georgia } When Claik, Twiggs, Jackson, and others
fought the battle of Hanging Rock, Muegrove Mills, and
Black Stocks, they did not ever think for a moment that they jwere fighting on the soil of South Carolina. And wben
Gen. Picken. carried his men to Ke lie Creek, and fought tbe
battle on the soil of Georgia, he did not think of the Savan-
nab as a dividing line. The names of Twiggs, Elbert,
Plikene, and Hammond are all mingled in the eiploits at:
Augusta. And in ihe war with Great Britain, in 1812, the
delegations of Georgia and Sooth Carolina were united, and
officer, of the army acted together without thinking of local
differences. I myself have seen Troup, and Milledge, and
8umter Crawford joining 8ooth Carolina Repreeenta ives in
a common jonrney to Washington, and there all concurring
in common counsels. Nearly all that I have said might be
repeated of North Carolina. The commercial inteiests of
North and Sou'h Carolina must make tbetn one people. Our
railroad* will make e«r port their port. Mecklenbutg i* .
name full of inspiration. The blood of many of iU patnotsand statesmen now mingle in the vein* of those who are ready
to go farthest fer South Carolina.

Let not South Carolina lake soeh . course ae will dt-AiM-

-let her not, is her movements for redrew,
ilf from her natural friend*. Whilst she U pre-
measures to separate hereelf from her non-slave-

essors, let her not. do any thing to separate her-
frienda and neighbors. And let not h*r friends
look on and see her sacrificed for maintaining

ich they themselves stand pledged, and which
,i to maintain. It is in *ain to disguise the fact
ent form of our Government cannot be preierved-
iu> a,e gross, its operations are partial- There

mast «[*«dical reform, or there must be new organisation*.
attempt to piop it up with crumbling compromise*
constructions, are only making the crisis of its

Jie more disastrous. The South united could
he*' Governments on earth.a Government

that oodU be gnided by statesmen and supported with a gallant
it would adorn the annals and history of any people.
| men of the South, throwing off the ties of trained

t should look to their own destiny. They need look
to ao'jtiflpral perferrnents that are worthy of their ambition.

fourth places they might attain, when they would
be to the first, if they were in their rightAil position.

quit all participation in Presidential canvasse*.
s be left to thoee whose temper and training
an accommodating facility. I may be aske I,(aaifHlht not to object to anawer any question which my

. bsy enable me to answer,) what will the Gu-
WasiuHton do io case^auth ^in^*ho^

wu» ¦ v. sey^uTconjectural. I do not think that military
force will be directly reaoned to to coerce 8outb Csrolina.
Such an employment of power would at once dissolve the
Confederacy. The Federal Government cannot, by acts of
coercion, compel one member of the Confederacy to remain
in the Union against its consent. If such should be the form
of the contest between the Federal Government and South
Carolina, I have no difficulty io predicting the result. There
would be no division then in the State. One drop of blood
shed by the federal army would not only call every c>t>zen to a
determination to avenge it, but thousands of Carolinians who
have left the State would return and stand by the mother of
their birth. If such should be the complexion of the contest,
I would not look beyond this assembly for the intrepidity of
a Lannes to carry the colors across the bridge of Lodi; or
the chivalry of a Jubert, who would leave his beautiful and
youthful bride with a declaration that he would return to her
with laurels on his'head or fiod a grave on the field of battle.
I believe there are those who, seeing this gallant hero's fate,
would encounter it. 8uch, however, I do not believe will be
the form of the contest.

It will be a war of dollars and cents ; a war of custom¬
houses and embargoes, or of blockade. It may bo that the
latter will, in the first instance, be resorted to ; that is, the
Federal Government may take such measures as to divert and
drive the commerce from Charleston, either by a blockade or

by its influence exerted on foreign nations, to induce them
to prefer the ports of the Confederacy to those of Charleston.
And ultimately South Carolina might be left to her separate
condition under a policy calcutated to proscribe and reduce
her to terms. The Government would resort to the agency
and influence of a Macedonian policy. 8outh Carolina would
be driven to rely on European support and connexions to
tus'ain her. To the extent of her exports she might form
direct commercial intercourse. This could not be done,
however, unless her neighbors stood aloof and saw her sacri¬
ficed. Would they do so ? is the question. This is an age
more of utilitarian sagacity than romantic honor. My opinion
is, that, with all our confidence in Greet Britain, we should
not trust to her protection sooner than to those of our own

family of neighboring Slates. But, Mr/President and gen-
tlemeo, I will notspeculate any longer on what may be. Let
what may coma, I am with South Carolina in all her hazards.
In my situation, I must endure the mortification of being re
corded asa tame counsellor, whilst I pledge myself to encoun¬
ter all the haxards of friends who, in opposition to my coun¬
sels, may make a final issue for the 8tate. I wish no State
diviaions, and ultimately therl may be none. I have no cen¬
sures for the brave and disinterested in the threatened contest.
Tney have my regard, and shall not find me or those that I
can influence against them. I have no political aspirations
beyond South Carolina. Called upon as one of her counsel¬
lor* to gue my opinion, I have done so with freedom and
sincerity.
When it shall be thought proper to take the initiative of

8tate action, I ask that I may be the first one recalled from
the Federal councils to take any part that may be assigned to
me. Let ua adopt the exhortation of Casar at the battle of
Pharsalia : "Pursue the Foreigners, but spare the Romans."

LETTER FROM HON. A. BURT.

Gsxtlbitkr : I have received the communication you did
mo the honor to addrea* to me in the Abbeville Banner, and
seize the earliest moment to comply with your request thst I
should reply through that paper.
Yon are not mistaken in supposing that a mighty crisis

impends over the Southern 8tates. The posiiion of our own

beloved State is eminently critical. 8outh Carolina has never

had greater need of the wisdom, and valor, and affection of
ber boos than at the present moment. Moat sincerely do I
hope that every man within her border* feels as keen'y as

yourselves the deepest solicitude for her honor and her wel¬
fare. For one, I am sensible of obligationa to her which my
poor service* can never repay ; and I intend to do my duty,
and my whole duty, to her in the present juncture.
You inform me that your solicitude for the 8tate induces

you to inquire.pf me, as your Representative in Congress,
what part is to be assigned to her in the great contest which
await* the 8outbern State*. I had *upposed the position of
Sooth Carolina already defined and determined, both by the
Legislature and the Peeple. I had auppo*ed the argument
exhausted and the debate forever closed. A Convention wa*

ordered by the Legislature at its last session, snd large and
extraordinary revenues raised and appropriated for military
atore* god military defence. Delegates to the Convention
have been chosen by the people, a large majority of whom are
understood to be in favor of the secession of the 8tate, regard¬
less of the course of other Southern States, and indeed re-

gardles* of all circumstances. I have not the honor of being
a member of that Convention. The expediency of secession
is a question which csnnot come within the scope of those du¬
ties which yoo have confided to me as a member of Congress.
As a member of Congress, I cannot be called upon to vote on
that question. It one exclusively belonging to the Conven¬
tion. But it is also true that the propriety of secession, with¬
out regard to tho course of the other 8outhern States, was not
ditrtifd pending the election for Congtess and the Legisla¬
ture, which took place in October laat. In the public dis¬
cussion which I besrd, and in which I took part, I heard but
very few express opinions in favor of the secession of 8otith
Carotins slone, without regard to the action of the other
States. I think the subject was not discussed before the peo-
p'e, and thst their judgment was neither expreaaed nor formed
upon it. So, also, in relation to the calling of a Convention
by the Legislature. Until after the session began I heard
nothing of it, *od I think nothing was heard of it by the peo¬
ple. I should have been moat happy to have had tbe oppor¬
tunity of offering my opinions of these meaauree, before tbe
judgnent of the 8tate was made up, when they might h*ve
entered into its deliberation* for the little they may be worth.
A Congress of the Southern 8tales I thought was then looked
t<>, and nothing else looked to, until its results should be
known.

I csnnot, even now, but regard the action of the Legis s-

ture and of tbe people of South Carolina aa indicating a de¬
termination to secede from the Union, whatever otter States
may think pioper to do. I should, consequently, bsve deem
ed it my duty to be silent until tbe period for the meeting of
the Convention approsched. I could then have been better
able to determine what would be expedient to do. The events
of the summer and sutumn will, as I think, tbrow much light
I i tbe great issue before ua. I should glsdly have awaited
those eventa before the final judgment of the S'ate was made
up. Under these circumstances I cannot hope that my opin-
ions can be of any avail in assigning any " part" to South
Carolina. But it is enough that you wiah to know my opin¬
ions upon a measure of public policy, even though it be a

foregone conclusion. I have no selfish motive to withhold
such opinione, a* I have nothing to lose by expressing thrm.
I hsve never sought office ; I have never seen the day when
I would bsve held an office under the Federal Government.
I could not do so, at this time, without a feeliog of personal
degradstion. I come, then, to the confessions! without fesr
and without reserve.
The inquiriee proposed by yoo suggest two propositions.

The first is, whether secession be tbe only alternative now
left to tbe Southern States ' Tba second is, whether, in the
event of the other alaveholding Statea remaining in the Union,
it will become the duty of South Carolina forthwith to secede
on the ascertainment of that fact * The only full and fitting
reply to inquiries of such grave import must be found in a
consideration of the objects contemplated by seceesion, and of
iu probable efficacy in accomplishingthoseotijects. Thsleading
object to be attained by sscession will be admitted to be the pre¬
servation of the institution of African elavery, unimpaired and
unmolested. It oomprebends the quietand undisturbed enjoy-1

menl of this species of property, aa well aa the meant of mak¬
ing*! I profitable and deairable. These condition a are necessary
to save fif een hundred millions of property, the moat profita¬
ble in the world, and the aource of counlleaa blessings to man¬

kind, from becoming a nuisance and a curae. They are

amply aecured in the Constitution, and that instrument would
never have obttined the approval of South Carolina and other
Souther State* without auch security. But these atipulaiiona
and compacta bave not been carried out in good faith by the
Northern States, but bave been violated and utterly disregarded.
We complain especially that flavea fleeing to the non-alave-
holding Siatea are not delivered to their owners, on their de¬
mand { that the properly of fifteen Statea ia excluded from
countriea which belong to all the Statea, and that the subject
of alavery itself is made the topic of vehement and mischiev¬
ous discussion in the Northern Stales and in Congress. They
are well-founded complaints.acta that are palpable viola-
tiona of the Constitution, and would, in my opinion, any one
of them, juatify the secession of the Southern Statea. They
impair the aecurity and the value of property in alavea. The
experience ofeight years of anxioua bope and apprehension have
brought me to the conclusion that these complaints will never
be.removed or redressed by any exercise of the means provid¬
ed by the Constitution. How can South Carolina reform
public opinion in Maasachuaetta or Ohio * By what potent
iasrument can*he disenchant the pablic opinion of the North,
or break the spell which holds in hbsolute sway the intellect
of the North ? Our appeala to their justice have been un-
hoed«d and our samonstrsnces contemned. We cannot dis-
guiwr tha fact that the guarantied of the Conttiiutionin favor
of alavery are mockeries They are openly repudiated by
those who yielded them to the demand of the South, aa the
basis of a union with them. Individual* may aubmil to wrong
without the loss of character or of self-respect, but such sub
mission by nations brings dishonor and degradation. It im¬
plies both wtaknes* and pusilanimity, and invites aggression
a* well as incites contempt. The Federal Government can¬
not, and would not if it could, constrain these Northern States
to the diacharge ot their duty. It has neither function* nor
functionaries to reach the evil. The great function of Gov¬
ernment in modern timea is the protection of property. Pro¬
perty in slaves, of all other property, can least endure ag¬
gression, and most needs the arm of Government. A Govern¬
ment that fails either from its weakness or its will to protect
his property from domestic as well as foreign foes, does not
deserve the obedience or the respect of a freeman. A Gov¬
ernment that not only fails to protect but is actually hostile
to the property of fifteen States is a monstrous despotism,
and to overthrow it is to pull down a huge nuisance. The
ultimate abolition of slavery must be the result, unless the
slavtholding States have the spirit to take their rights under
their own protection. The establishment of a Confederacy
of slaveholding Slates.it need not embrace all the slavehold-
ing States.is (as I solemly believe) tbe only measure that
promises security or even hope to the South. I hold that the
slavea ol South Carolina are of infinitely greater value to her
tSan this Union, or any Union. And when the enor¬
mous evils of which we complain, and which I have specified,
can be redressed by the secession of South Carolina alone, I
am without hesitation and instantly in favor of it, whatever
other States may do, and whatever consequences may follow.

Let us, then, see if our complainta, or any of them, would
be removed or redressed by the secession of South Carolina
alone, the other slaveholding States remaining in tbe Union.
Would the prospect of recovering fugitive slaves be better *

They may now be, and now are recovered, summarily and
certainly, when they are found, in fifteen States. The diffi¬
cult; of reclaiming tbem in Georgia, or any other slavehold¬
ing State, ia no greater than it is in the different districts of
our own Slate. Each of these Statea afford to us all the faci¬
lities that are enjoyed by ita own citizens. They are appro¬
priate and ample. Our only complaint i* that the non-alave-
holding States not only refuse to aid us, but actually obstruct
u* in our endeavora to reclaim our property, when accident
or crime places it within their limits. They only violate the
stipulation of the constitution on this subject. These States
do not now, and will not ever, deliver up fugitive slaves. It
will not be controverted that secession would place tbe State
sfceding in the relation of a foreign 8tate towards all the other
States of the Union. It would be at once the relinquishmentof all tbe rights, as well as the duties, that now exist be¬
tween tbem. They would be, to all intenta and purposes, aa

independent of each other aa are France and Great Britain.
In tb« absence of a treaty on the subject, one foreign Stale
has no right to require another to deliver up fugitive slavea,
or fugitive felons. The law of nationa does not enjoin it,
and it is in no instance done without the requirementa of a
treaty. Why is it that of ibe twenty-five thousand fugitive
.laves now in Canada.a country bordering on the United
Stales.one has never been recovered by bis owner ! Why
is Csnada a place of refuge for slaves who flee from their
owners in the South ? It is because it is a foreign country,
and the treaties between Grest Britain and the United States
are silent on the subject. Would not, then, secession be the
voluntary abandonment on our part of the right to reclaim
fugitive slaves within the limits of all the Southern States
and of all other countries 7 We could not even cross the
line ot Georgia, Tennessee, or North Carolina, in pursuit of
them, by virtue of any right which we ahould acquire by se¬
cession.
We know, as do the enemies of that inatitution well un¬

derstand, that the most absolutely fatal policy that can be
pursued in reference to slavery ia to confine it within pre¬scribed limits. Thus locslized and hemmed in, it must inevi¬
tably languish and die. A given area of country will afford
lucrative employment to a much more numeroua white than
colored population, whether it be slave or free population.81aves are not fitted for many of the avocations of the white
man. Tbe slave population of South Carolina increases more
rapidly than the white race, and at this time conaiderably ex¬
ceeds it. What would be our meana of diffuaing over new
and less populous countries our rapidly increasing slave popu¬lation, if South Carolina make herself a foreign State bysecession ? Our slav«a may now be carried into any 8tate of
the Union which haa not made the introduction of them un¬
lawful. They may be sold to the citizens of auch States, or
removed with their owners. Tbe vaat and fertile lands of
Mis-issippt and Text* offer tempting field* for the alave labor
of tbe old Southern States. Congress has no power to inter¬
pose any prohibition or restraint. But Congress has longsince, under the special proviaion of the conatilution, made
the introduction of slavea from a foreign country into a State
of the Union a highly penal offence. Tbe moment, there¬
fore, South Carolina shall aecede from the Union.the other
Southern 8tates remaining in it.that moment it would be a
high crime to carry a alave from thia State to Georgia, or to
any ether State. Such State would have no power to autho¬
rize it, the power being in Congress. The boundaries of
our own State could never be passed by a slave so long aa it
ahould be a foreign 8late. We have already been excluded
from California, and Utah, and New Mexico, by the.oncon-
atitutional and unjust legis'ation of Congress, and shall we
now permit our own infatuation to exclude us from the rest of
the world f Heaven *ave us from such insanity !

If secession would not place us in a better position for the
recovery of fugitive slaves, or for spreading our slave popula¬
tion over other countries, but would intorpoae insurmountable
obstacles tob-Hb, would it invest us with more effectual means
of repressing the fanaticism of the Northern 8talea * I am
incapable pf perceiving any such effect. No, gentlemen,
no; it will require the resources snd energies of more than
one of the slaveholding States to quiet ibis wicked agitation,
or to resist its fatal influence. The atrongest Governments
in Christendom, France, and Sweden, and Great Britain,
have been made toyield up their beautiful ialandsintbe Wrst
Indies to utter desolation, to appeaae the fury of this demm.
The Spanish West India ialands and Brazil are now the only
civilized countries on earth, beride these Southern 8iales, in
which slavery exists, and the fourth of a century will not
leave a vesiige of it in cither of tbem. And we must be wise
to escspe their doom at no d'sisnt day. With these conse¬

quences before us, wooHi l be wise to it sort to secession,
against the views and wishes of all those States that are bound
in a common destiny with ua >

I confess, with profound regret, that I cm perceive no
reason to think that any of our Bister Slates of the South re¬
gard the peril to slavery as immediate and imminent as we
do. I cannot, however, believe that they are less resolved to
protect and preserve tbe domestic institution of the South
thsn ourselves. But, whilst they under-estimate the danger
to it from the actii-n of Congress, they hugely magnify tbe
difficulties and the dangers of disunion. Yet they have made
issues and conditions connected with it which we must take
for granUd they will exact from the North. Their demand*
will not be conceded, and aoon, very *oon, their "final hopewill be flat despair." Aa God is tbe judge ofmy aincerity, I
believe thia Union and alavery cannot aland together. And,
unlesa we greatly miainterpret the omens, thia appalling truth
cannot much longer be disguised. It has not yet been realized
by the North or the South.
You aeem, gentlemen, to be amazed -at the course pur-aued by Virginia. It baa not struck ma with either surprise

or dismay. I know you are taught, by more than one of
our statesmen, to look to thia venerable State for counael and
for lead. But I never supposed she was to be tbe standard
bearer of tbe 8outh in a coolest for slavery. That greatCommonwealth did much to rebuke tbe usurpations of tbe
General Government in former daya, but what has she ever
done to rebuke fansticism f Tbe great leader in tbe memo¬
rable contest of 1798 was en* ot the eailieet and most elo-

quent of throe who deprecated, if they did not denounce,
slavery. No ; Virginia will never lend the hosts of the
South, whose destiny it is to resi«t the crusade sgaiost sla¬
very. That great duty, in my opinion, will devolve uponSouth Carolina or Georgia.

But, lead who may, it ii our destiny to act a conspicuous
part in the contest when it shall come, snd come it will aa
surely as there is a God. Interest and srlf-preservation will
arouse and unite the 8tates that grow cotton, and rice, and
sugar. Let us not mar or hinder this great muvement by
any rashness of ourr. Let us not vainly endeavor to separate
our destiny from that of all those States that have a common
interest, and from whom alone, of all mankind, we have a

right to hope for succor or for sympathy. Remember we
cannot preserve slavery, if all the other Southern States sur-
render it! Let us, then, yield ourselves to neither rashness
nor despair. Let us look to the future with ceurage and
with hope. Let us do our own duty in this great criais, and
animate and excite others to do theirs. If the other Southern
States shall follow the example of Virginia, atill let us not
despair or strike our colors. We shall sink below our high
destiny if we have not the courage, and the constancy, and
. he fortitude to meet all the vicissitudt a of a contest which in¬
volves our hopea, our happiness, our existence.

Duriog the autumn of last year, both in speeches and con¬
versations, I repeatedly expressed the opinion, that if but oneStale should secede, the General Government would attemptto enforce the laws of Congress and eoeree her into obedience.
I have since seen nothing to change, but much to confirm,that opinion. It is the province of Congress to make laws,but the duty of the President to execute them- This dutyhe solemnly swears he will perform. The President and
hit Secretary of State have given repeated assurances that

that it will be attempted. The army and navy are placed
at the command of the President for that purpose. The Pre¬
sident and Mr. Webster belong to a school of politicians who
do not admit the right of a State to aecede from the Union.
This opinion has been often expressed by Mr. Webster, and
expres-ied with reference to South Carolina They bold
that resistance to the laws of Congresa by a State ia lawless
resistance, and to be treated as the act of rebels and traitors.

I have taken much pains to ascertain whether, if 8outii
Carolina secedes, she will be sustained by the act or the pub¬
lic opinion of any other State. The result is a conviction
that our example would not be followed nor our conduct
justified by any one of them. They evidently do not regardthe past or the present stateof things as justifying secession.
And I fear they believe that South Carolina, from factious
and selfish motives, is endeavoring to involve them in a coo-
test without cause, and would look upon a struggle between
the General Government and this State without concern and
without sympathy.
From the foregoing viewa it will be seen that my opinions

are, that the Southern Statea cannot remain in the Union
without degradation, and ultimately the abolition of slavery :

that slavery is of greater value to the South than the Union :
that secession is the only remaining alternative, but that it
should be resorted to only as tbe means of eatablishiog a con¬
federacy of one or more slaveholding* States : thst at this
time tbe secession of South Carolina would neither be follow¬
ed nor justified by any other State : that the secession ofSouth Carolina at the present time, the other Southern
States remaining in the Union, would only aggravate the
evils of which we justly complain, and would be inexpe¬dient and unwise.- that in such event force would be at¬
tempted by the Federal Government, and the great object of
secession seriously hindered and endangered, if not utterly
defeated.

I have now, gentlemen, expressed my opinions upon the
deeply interesting points indicated in your communication
with the frankness and candor that becomes me as a repre¬
sentative and a citizen. I commend them to your scrutinyand your consideration. They are opiniona deliberately form¬
ed, after the long and anxious reflection of one who haa no
ambition but to promote the true glory of 8outh Carolina.
I dsre not hope that they will be acceptable to all of you.
they may not be ao to any of you.but I am willing to submit
them to the teat of time and truth, aa I am content and re¬
solved to stand or fall in the public estimation by them, and
upon them. In public or in private lile I should not feel that
I am a patriot if I did not, at wba ever personal sacrifice, try
to aave my native State from the disasters of blind and beed-
lesa counsels. But South Carolina is the home of my affec¬
tions, and her boeom shall be my grave. Her cause shall be
my cause, her fate my fate.

I cannot lay down my pen without this admonition to my
fellow-citizens : Before you secede, make up your mind, un¬

alterably, that the step once taken can never be retraced
without unutterable shame and despair. Be, then, resolved
to meet ail ita hazards and all its trials. If you are not ready
to lay down life and fortune, you are not prepared for seces¬
sion. Tbe North cannot anid will not part with you, and the
treasure she wrings from you, without a mighty struggle.She will use force if she dare, and there be need. Be sure
before you move that you cannot fail; and be sure, also, that
success will bring tbe realization of the bright hopes and hap¬
py visions that lead you on to the contest. If you are in¬
duced to favor secession by the idea which some of those
who era clamorous for that measure hold out to you, that
you would be caressed and coaxed, by kindnesa and conces¬
sions, to return to tbe Union, I entreat you to discard the
vain and unworthy hope. Secession for such a purposewould be a paltry and a miserable trifling with the gravest
question of the century. I would scorn with aa proud a dis¬
dain as you could feel any unmanly appeal to your fears. I
make no such appeal. 1 only conjure you to bring home to
your own consciousness the realities of this great issue beforethe sword is drawn. That bright weapon once drawn can
never be sbeathed without dishonor. Retreat in such a con¬
test would be as disastrous, and infinitely more disgraceful,than defeat. Either would be irretrievable ruin. Then, be
wise, be resolved, be ready before you strike ! I have not a
purpose, or a hope, or a wish that is not inseparably con¬
nected with the destiny of South Carolina, and, with the
help of God, her destiny shall be my destiny.I am, gentlemen, with great respect, your obedient and
humble servsnt. ARMISTEAD BURT.
To CapL Thomas B. Btrd and others.

THE C08DEN MURDERERS DISCOVERED.

We learn from a gentleman who came up yesterday after¬
noon from Chestertown, that the full particulars of this most
brutal murder have at length been developed, and that the
fiends who were the principal actors are among the persons
now confined in the Chestertown jail.

It will be recollected that, shortly after the murder was
committed, it was stated that a certain female in Delaware
had intimated that she knew all about the matter, but all at*
temp's to find out her whereabouts proved fruitless until a few
days since, when it was ascertained that she wss residing in
New Jersey. On Fridsy last she was brought to Kent county,and upon her representation a man named Shaw was arreeted
in Newcastle county, Delaware, and brought to Chestertown
on Saturdsy night last. On Sunday Shaw made a full co»-
fession, acknowledging that be was one of the party *t Cos-
Jen's house on the night of tbe murder; that he waa induced
to go there foi plunder only : that Abe Taylor shot Mr. Coa-
Jen from the outside, snd also shot Mrs. Coeden when she
came into the yard ; that Shelton entered the houre and mur-Jered Miss Cosden, and afterwards went up stairs and killedMiss Webster; that, although Murphy ar.d bimaelf were pre¬sent during the time, neither of them had any thing to dowith the murder. He stated that be (Shaw) was bitterly op¬posed to tbe murder. It will be seen that tbe statement ofShaw corroborates most of the facts alleged by Drummond,
now in jail, although that individual varied hia statements in
regard to the details so much that his confession could hsrdly*e credited. Drnmmnnd was not one of tbe party engsged
n the murder, as he has always strenuously asserted, and
?haw entirely acquits him of all participation.

Tbe French legitimists continue to flock to Venice to pay
lomage to the Due de Bordeaux.
The turnip in Rusaia ia eaten as fruit by all classes. Ia tbe

louses of the nobles sliced turnip, with brandy, is offend to
he guetts.
The celebrated Geneva watches come out in great force at

the World's Exhibition. There are watches for tbe deaf and
>ltnd; a watch which runs with one winding three hundred
ind aeventy-f. ur days ; one smaller than a tourpenny piece,,
to hang in a serpent brooch ; one still smaller, in the top of a
gold pencil case, tells tbe hour, day of week, end month.

Spain bas sent to the Crystal Psiace a most superb collec¬
tion of deadly weapons. Among others are a pair of rapiers
of Toledo manufacture. One of them, aa to handle and sheath,
ia fashioned into the shape of a silver serpent. When sheathed
it forms a complete circle, but when drawn the exqaisite tem¬
per of the steel csosee it to straighten at once. Souse pair* of
p,slots, in wrought iron, damascened over s gold ground, are
worked into magnificent designs, and are equal to tbe art of
Cellini. 8plendid specimens of Spaniel embroidery are
ihown, on seeing which, it is said that ladies who work in
Berlin wool and crochet may throw away their needlea and
looks in despair.

1 know ofno reason to doubt
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